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vols.); and for romance, Gaston Paris' His-toire poetique de Charlemagne.

Charleroi, town, Belgium. It is one of the centres of the coal and iron industries of Belgium. In the iyth and iSth centuries it was frequently besieged and passed alternately into the hand of the Spaniards, the French, and the Austrians. In the Great War it was the scene of fierce fighting and several times changed hands, being eventually occupied by the German forces until after the armistice; P- 27,394-

Charles, Cape, the southern extremity of Smith Island, at the northern entrance to Chesapeake Bay.

Charles I., emperor.   See Charlemagne.

Charles II. See Charles II., the Bald, of France.

Charles III., The Fat (839-888), emperor of the Romans. By the death of his brother Carloman (880) he gained Carloman's dominions and Italy; and in 882, by the death of his other brother Louis, he came into possession of the rest of Germany. In 884 he was also offered the crown of France, so that the whole of the empire of Charlemagne was again in one hand. But Charles was not equal to the task put upon him. The nobles, dissatisfied with his weak reign, deposed him at Tribur (887). Thereupon he retired to Swa-bia, where he died the following year.

Charles IV. (1316-78), emperor of the Romans, was born at Prague the son of John, king of Bohemia; was elected emperor (in opposition to Louis of Bavaria, died 1349) in 1346, as well as king of Italy at Milan in 1355. In his hereditary dominions he ruled with exemplary wisdom, founding at Prague in 1348 the first of the German universities.

Charles V. (1500-58), emperor of Germany, son of Philip, archduke of Austria, and of Joanna, daughter of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain, became in 1516, by right of birth, ruler of Spain, the Netherlands, Sicily, Naples, and the New World; and on the death of his grandfather, in 1519, added Austria to his dominions. His grandfather, Maximilian, had endeavored to secure for him also the succession to the imperial throne; but the electors at first rather favored the claims of the rival candidate, Francis i. of France. By dexterous policy, however, the honor was secured for the young Charles, and thus began that rivalry between Charles and Francis which is one of the determinating factors of European history. The war was waged in all quarters, but in Italy alone was it decisive;

and the French were driven from the Duchy of Milan in 1521, and out of Italy altogether in 1522. Francis again invaded Italy and occupied Milan; but he was defeated and made captive at Pavia, and forced to sign the treaty of Madrid, by which he resigned all his pretensions. But the terms were too humiliating, and war again broke out, which did not end till a joint invasion of France by Henry vni. of England and Charles forced Francis to sign a most unfavorable peace at Crespy in 1544. The chief interest of the remaining years of his reign lies in his German dominions. He wished to secure the reversion of the imperial throne for his son Philip; but in this he was disappointed, through the insistence of his brother, Ferdinand of Austria, who claimed the empire for himself. The other and more important object was to stamp out heresy, and restore Germany unbroken to the papacy. Charles had issued an edict against Luther but was met by the formation of the Schmalkaldic league of Protestant princes. He was forced to agree to the peace of Augsburg in 1555, which acknowledged the existing conditions, and permanently established Protestantism over a great part of Germany. In 1556, disappointed in his ambitions and broken in health, he abdicated in favor of his son Philip, and retired to the monastery of San Yuste. See Robertson's Life of Charles V.

Charles VI. (1685-1740), emperor, son of the Emperor Leopold i. His candidature in 1700 for the Spanish throne led to the war of the Spanish Succession. By the treaties of Utrecht and Rastadt Charles vi. added to his dominions the Spanish Netherlands, Milan, Naples, and Sardinia, exchanged later for Sicily; and he acquired Servia and Wallachia. Most of the Italian territories were, however, lost during the war of the Polish Succession, and Servia and Wallachia had likewise to be yielded, after an unsuccessful Turkish campaign. The ruling object of Charles's policy was to secure the succession (Pragmatic Sanction of 1713) of his daughter, Maria Theresa, in preference to the daughters of his brother Leopold.

Charles VII. (1697-1745), emperor, was the eldest son of the Bavarian elector Maximilian Emmanuel, and succeeded to the electorate in 1726. Having married a daughter of the Emperor Joseph i., he refused to acknowledge the Pragmatic Sanction of Charles vi., and joined the coalition against Maria Theresa. In 1742 he was made emperor but the tide turned, and until his death, in 17451